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[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Dark Night of the Soul” essay by Richard Miller
Miller suggested that how we read and we read will ultimately predict what might become and who we are; hence that is a bold claim. First and foremost, what does the dark night of the soul mean? It is a term that is used to elaborate on what one might call a collapse of a perceived life's meaning, into an eruption of life full of a deep sense of meaninglessness. The inner state is very close what usually is called depression. Nothing makes meaning anymore, that is things lack purpose. It might be caused by some disaster, some external event perhaps, on an outer level. 
Ways of Reading by Richard Miller
Miller in the chapter "The Dark Night of the Soul" provides numerous examples of how writing and reading help the world, through the method of questioning to see if the literature and its teaching that one is reading will impact them to change in the present day. Richard Miller stated that should someone bother writing and reading when obviously the world is going "(Dark Night of the Soul, pg. 433).Therefore, Miller as a reader always there are questions that one asks themselves as they read or write. That is, as a reader Miller asks himself several such as what was the purpose of the writer of a given literature or the essence of some reading it? Will it matter in the end? Will it honestly be of benefit?
Another reading characteristic of Miller as a reader the first chapter of The Dark Night of the Soul is the organized manner. As a reader, he organizes his ideas in a way that offers ease of progression from a specific incident that intrigued our nation to a more significant overview and the human existence examination. In the entire passage Miller undertones it with a sly cynicism that emanates to the forefront frequently to vent about how writing and reading all the world are diminishing in value. More so, it is clear that Miller intends to enlighten young adults like me towards the importance to keep spirit and essence of writing and reading alive in an organized manner. It is because it has been proven throughout history to be an invaluable tool since it the optimal form through which ideas can be passed on and progress through the generations of people. 
Miller's organization manner in essay format of the chapter provides easy transitions through significant points thus allowing consolidation to occur. The Columbine Massacre; the heart-wrenching of the tale at the opening passage is an exampling prime point of the modern world and its effects. In the word of Miller, "the cause of the problem lies with advanced technology and spawned fantasy factories that have blurred the line between fiction and fact."(pg.422). Therefore, Miller as a reader desires that things should return to more old-fashioned and modest form of entertainment, for example, reading a novel which, in Miller's mind, would present humans with greater source of interaction. It is because books cannot draw someone into a land of fantasy on both imagination and visual front while the like of video games can.


 Besides, Miller examines several cases of famous philosophers, authors, and people and logically organizes them before drawing his conclusion that the world requires changing. The change that he favors most is for the next generation of humans to be exceptionally critical writers, thinkers, activists, and readers. As quoted on page 442 of the "The Dark Night of the Soul'', that is  "can first years teachers ought to be compelled beyond giving praises to students for producing arguments without consequence, that is thought lacking interest in the action. For the future of higher to have a lasting hope, then it can be generated only by challenging our desolate world and its threatening, pressing realities." For Miller, all this is an attempt to keep the society from progressing much just as it did throughout the 1960’s by continuing to young adults of today and allowing them to appreciate the words written more than they otherwise would.
Miller used the strategy of critically thinking as he wanted readers also to thinks critically about their existence and ways to better them through communication forms that are deeper. Additionally, reading this passage from “The Dark Night of the Soul” raises the question through critical thinking,” How comes we have reached a certain point?” whereby other readers might answer the natural advancement of technology from their roots in the 1960’s and 70’s.Nonetheless, examined from Miller’s perspective as a reader; he wants us not to focus on the continued progression of technology, but rather we return to the pre-1900's era. It is because the technology was becoming apparent but was not sickeningly apparent as nowadays; this regression to progression was what mentioned, "The only way out is through.”



The book that captured me was "THINK BIG."
Into the wild, McCandless recounted how he was engaged by Tolstoy, Muir, Thoreau, and London because they prominent figures who mainly influenced his life. All these writers wrote books and dwelt in ways that probed a materialistic and complacent middle-class existence. McCandless when in college read those authors intently and on his travels assisted guide and form him as he looked to create an alternative lifestyle to that of his wealthy parents.
The book that captured and made a difference was the “THINK BIG” by Dr. Ben Carson, MD. What I found there was inspirational and motivation information. The book shows to the readers how to acknowledge their talents as gifts, obtain insight from people, be kind to all people, identify knowledge as the key to living, develop skills for in-depth learning, and keep in touch with Almighty.
The kind of reader I was not that used to intently reading motivational and inspirational books such as "THINK BIG”, “The Dark Night of the Soul," and many more. I used to prefer fiction and romantic books but after coming across Dr. Ben Carson book "THINK BIG" changed my reading traits. I started to read an inspirational or thought-provoking book concerning real-life thoroughly. Hence, I began emulating the teaching provided in these books that have transformed me into a successful person about human understanding.



What makes the story in "THINK BIG," in the past tense is because the author shares his; experience, wisdom, and knowledge about life. Dr. Ben Carson shares his vast insight concerning the way we think. Instead of us belittling our thinking we need to think differently about limitless potential. Therefore, he has used that strategy derived from reading other people's work and succeeded so can. That is if only one chooses to be active readers by implementing or emulating his ways of thinking. 
I moved on through reading more of his books such as “GIFTED HANDS”, “TAKE THE RISK”, and “YOU HAVE A BRAIN” before moving on to other similar authors such as Robert Kiyosaki, Tolstoy, and many more. I moved on because I wanted to read more these books from various authors because they have more wisdom and knowledge that make one come more easily.
As proposed by Miller, that is “How reading might be said to matter in the new world evolving before our eyes?" Reading and writing with purpose texts which are being transformed by technology into texts that have little significance and fictional. Thus, technology has changed the mind of youths concerning reading and writing. Hence, technology has altered the way we; since nowadays most people are reading from screens than the previous method of reading from paper. 




Similar methods of reading 
 	The ways by Richard Miller in the “The Dark Night of the soul” and from my reading of “THINK BIG" by Dr. Ben Carson are similar. It is because Miller uses purpose to read whatever he chooses to read. When reading intensively, I prefer paper texts to screens. The main reason is that modern e-readers and monitors fail adequately to recreate specific tactile reading experiences of paper that most people miss and, more importantly, it limits the people from navigating long texts satisfyingly and intuitively. In turn, these difficulties in navigation slightly that inhibits reading comprehension.
In conclusion, reading exhaustively is another similarity between Miller’s ways and mine. It is because exhaustive reading entails remembering something (refers to recalling a piece of information along with contextual details, for instance, when, how, and where one learned it) and knowing something( referring to feeling that something is right without recalling the way a person learned the information. 
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